Fortunately for Hawai'i, Paulet's superiors in London overruled him partly because the simultaneous French outrage in Tahiti, and Pomare's appeal to Victoria, incurred the displeasure of Her Britannic Majesty. Partly at her behest, the Admiralty warned the French to back off in Tahiti. It then told Paulet to restore the Hawai'ian flag, which ironically had the Union Jack in the same position that it occupies in the New Zealand flag. This 1843 restoration of sovereignty, therefore, carried an ambiguous legacy. Although Paulet's action represented the worst sort of imperial bullying, London's gracious restoration of Hawai'ian sovereignty meant that its flag stayed within Hawai'i's, and the British monarchy became the model for the Hawai'ian monarchy to follow.
NEW ZEALAND STUDIES NOVEMBER 1997 ISLAND EMPIRE BUILDING
The irony of a Polynesian Kingdom seeking to emulate an Empire whose officers treated it with contempt applied equally to the other significant Empire which sought to control Hawai'i during the nineteenth century, the United States of America. Americans, together with a few other Europeans, designed the Hawai'ian Kingdom's political and economic institutions during the 1840s and '50s. Americans attempted to play the same role in Samoa during the 1870s and '80s, even though Germans played a greater role on the economic side there.
In this discussion, I will argue that empire building in Hawai'i and Samoa was the process by which resident Europeans subordinated indigenous authority to the needs of the expanding world capitalist system. This system required both political institutions which resident Europeans could control, and plantation production of sugar and copra, again under European control.
This 28.0 Forty years after the gunboat diplomacy of 1843, "New Imperialism" rampaged across the globe. A partition of the Pacific followed hard on the heels of the partition of Africa. During the early 1880s, the British began turning Fiji into a sugar colony; the French dispensed with the Pomare dynasty in Tahiti; the Germans grabbed New Guinea; and the Spanish took much of Micronesia. The immediate precursor to Kalakaua's Confedera tion was his Pacific Protest in 1883 offering his Kingdom's diplomatic services to prevent the annexation of the remainder of Polynesia . Samoa, Tonga, and assorted equatorial atolls looked to Hawai'i to lead them, not just out of the jaws of imperialism, but also towards that promised land of constitutional governm ent, diplomati c protection, commercial services and state power they believed Hawai 'i represented.
THE SUGAR KINGDOM
Had the Polynesian lead ers taken a closer look at Kalakaua's Kingdom, they may have been less impressed with what they saw. Although Hawai'i indeed operated a constitutional government, a diplomatic and consular service, and an impressive array of commercial amenities, these accoutrements of modern state power were almost all European controlled . After concluding a US Reciprocity Treaty in 1875, Hawai ' i became a virtual dependency of what I've described as an expanding American empire. Reciprocity transformed Hawai'i almost overnight into a sugar kingdom with a polyglot population. The statistics in the tables below illustrate a pattern which may not have appealed to the other Polynesians .
As Hawai'i became a sugar producer for an apparently insatiable American market, Hawai' ians became a marginalised minority in their own country. Asian workers produced the sugar, and the same European capitalists who pocketed the profits also dominated the Kingdom's government and diplomacy.
Hawai'i Population *~·c':::;. own account, even persuaded the American Consul to hoist the stars and stripes over Apia in mid-1886. Thus, the Germans could suspect that the Americans were behind the Hawai'ian intervention, just as Grey had been behind the quixotic adventures of 'the successors of the moa' . 5 To scotch the nascent Polynesian Confederation, the Germans deported Laupepa and Rees to the Marshal! Islands in Micronesia, and watched the Kaimiloa 's crew drink the ship dry. Polynesian dreams of confederation evaporated like alcohol in the tropical sun. Yet the combined effect of Grey and Kalakaua's intervention was to stiffen imperial resolve. The British resolved to stay out of Samoa, and both Germany and America decided to stay in. Bismarck couldn't understand why the Americans with negligible economic interests (beyond those of disreputable land sharks) and a tin pot navy would want to challenge well established German interests supported by a modern navy. The Americans, together with their New Zealand and Hawai'ian cheerleaders, seemed to defy the rules of the new imperialism as understood by its most proficient practitioners.
THE FOLLY OF IMPERIALISM
Marx once said that history repeats itself, firstly as tragedy and then as farce. In Samoa and Hawai'i the order was reversed. The farce occurred with Grey and Kalakaua's intervention. The tragedy in Samoa occurred with the 1889 naval disaster and the Berlin prescription of its political future later that year. In Hawai'i the Kaimiloa affair encouraged Kalakaua's erstwhile American plantermerchant sponsors to, in effect, seize power in 1887.
Stevenson arrived in Hawai'i after the American seizure of power, and was there when news of the Samoan naval disaster arrived in March 1889. During his time in Honolulu Stevenson became a friend of the Hawai'ians, and a stern critic of the Americans who had disenfranchised the majority of them. Stevenson told the Samoan story better than the Hawai'ian one because he spent more than four years in Samoa and only about six months in Hawai'i. His Footnote to History captures both the tragedy of the naval disaster and its imperial aftermath when American, British and German 'statesmen' decided the political future of Samoa. Stevenson believed it was folly for a people to be denied a say in their own political future, but that was, of course, the fundamental folly of imperialism. That is also why Stevenson sided with the Hawai'ians in Hawai'i, and with the Samoans in Samoa. He knew that the real empire builders in Hawai'i and Samoa were not the metropolitan statesmen who signed the diplomatic accords far away from the islands. They were the Europeans who transformed Hawai'i into a sugar kingdom, and who speculated in Samoan land and copra.
Today in Hawai'i and Samoa bequeathed memories of the nineteenth century have faded. May Day is Lei Day in Hawai'i, and the Hawai'ian national anthem, composed by Kalakaua, is always sung, but seldom with awareness of its historical allusions. In Samoan a faint allusion to 1889 is still carried forth in the words of a well known song with which I will conclude, "Tofa Mai Feleni: Oh I never will forget you".
Ti:ifa, mai feleni; 'o le' 'a 'ou te'a Folau i le va'a i le pule Meleki Ne'i galo mai Apia, si ota 'ele'ele E manatua mai pea le 'au pasese Fa'afogafoga mai, Samoa 'uma Se'i fai atu 'o la'u fa'atusa This haunting lullaby was first sung to the crews of 'friendly' American warships d eparting from A pia a fter the completion of salvage operations in 1889. It was apparently a tearful farewell because many Samoans singing believed that the Americans and Robert Louis Stevenson (who was married to an American) would protect them from German imperialis m.' And if they needed any reminding of the tragic legacy of imperialism, it was there in front of them lying marooned on the reef, and it would r emain there in plain sight for over half a century: the wreck of His Germanic Majesty's Ship, the Adler.
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